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13 Little Blue Envelopes by Johnson, Maureen 

When seventeen-year-old Ginny receives a packet of mysterious envelopes from her 
favorite aunt, she leaves New Jersey to criss-cross Europe on a sort of scavenger 
hunt that transforms her life. Once Ginny receives thirteen little blue envelopes and 
instructions to buy a plane ticket to London, she knows something exciting is going to 
happen. What Ginny doesn't know is that she will have the adventure of her life and it 
will change her in more ways than one. Life and love are waiting for her across the 

Atlantic, and the thirteen little blue envelopes are the key to finding them in this funny, romantic, 
heartbreaking novel. 

 

The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison 

Pecola Breedlove, a young black girl, prays every day for beauty. Mocked by other 

children for the dark skin, curly hair, and brown eyes that set her apart, she yearns 

for normalcy, for the blond hair and blue eyes that she believes will allow her to 

finally fit in.Yet as her dream grows more fervent, her life slowly starts to 

disintegrate in the face of adversity and strife. A powerful examination of our 

obsession with beauty and conformity, Toni Morrison’s virtuosic first novel asks 

powerful questions about race, class, and gender with the subtlety and grace that 

have always characterized her writing 

 The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 
It's just a small story really, about among other things: a girl, some words, an 
accordionist, some fanatical Germans, a Jewish fist-fighter, and quite a lot of thievery. . 
. . Set during World War II in Germany, Markus Zusak's groundbreaking new novel is 
the story of Liesel Meminger, a foster girl living outside of Munich. Liesel scratches out 
a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can't 
resist-books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read 

and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man 
hidden in her basement before he is marched to Dachau. 
 

Catch-22 by Joseph Heller 
Set in Italy during World War II, this is the story of Yossarian, a hero who is furious 
because thousands of people he has never met are trying to kill him. But his real 
problem is not the enemy—it is his own army, which keeps increasing the number of 
missions the men must fly to complete their service. Yet if Yossarian makes any 
attempt to excuse himself from the missions he’s assigned, he’ll be in violation of 
Catch-22, a hilariously sinister bureaucratic rule: a man is considered insane if he 
willingly continues to fly dangerous combat missions, but if he makes a request to be 

removed from duty, he is proven sane and therefore ineligible to be relieved.  
 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Bluest-Eye-Toni-Morrison/dp/B004RPKTUK/ref=sr_1_6?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1368550891&sr=1-6&keywords=bluest+eye+morrison
http://www.amazon.com/gp/customer-media/product-gallery/0375842209/ref=cm_ciu_pdp_images_0?ie=UTF8&index=0
http://www.amazon.com/Markus-Zusak/e/B001H6EQ9W/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/Joseph-Heller/e/B000APVA6I/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.titlewave.com/cover?FLR=38888Q3&SID=42eee5ba7cdeab41913d6615c99b46e9&type=cover


 

The Digital Divide : Arguments For and Against Facebook, Google, Texting, and 

the Age of Social Networking 

This definitive work on the perils and promise of the social- media revolution collects 

writings by today's best thinkers and cultural commentators. Twitter, Facebook, e-

publishing, blogs, distance-learning and other social media raise some of the most 

divisive cultural questions of our time. Some see the technological breakthroughs we 

live with as hopeful and democratic new steps in education, information gathering, and 

human progress. But others are deeply concerned by the eroding of civility online, declining reading 

habits, withering attention spans, and the treacherous effects of 24/7 peer pressure on our young. But 

The Digital Divide doesn't take sides. Framing the discussion so that leading voices from across the 

spectrum, supporters and detractors alike, have the opportunity to weigh in on the profound issues 

raised by the new media. 

 

Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side of the All-American Meal by Eric Schlosser 
Are we what we eat? 
Fast food has hastened the malling of our landscape, widened the chasm between 
rich and poor, fueled an epidemic of obesity. Schlosser hangs out with the teenagers 
who make the restaurants run and communes with those unlucky enough to hold 
America's most dangerous job -- meatpacker. He travels to Las Vegas for a giddily 
surreal franchisers' convention where Mikhail Gorbachev delivers the keynote 
address. He even ventures to England and Germany to clock the rate at which those 

countries are becoming fast food nations. He also uncovers the fast food chains' efforts to reel in the 
youngest, most susceptible consumers even while they hone their exploitation of teenagers and 
minorities.  
 

From a Buick 8: a novel by Stephen King 

 Eighteen-year-old Ned, having taken to hanging out at the barracks of state police 

Troop D in rural Pennsylvania after the death of his father, Trooper Curtis Wilcox, 

becomes obsessed with learning the truth about a 1954 Buick Roadmaster--apparently 

a connection to the underworld--the squad has had secreted in a locked shed since 

1979 when its owner mysteriously disappeared.  From a Buick  8 is a novel about our 

fascination with deadly things, about our insistence on answers when there are none, 

about terror and courage in the face of the unknowable. 

 

Look Me in the Eye: My Life with Asperger's by Robison, John Elder 

Ever since he was young, John Robison longed to connect with other people, but by 
the time he was a teenager, his odd habits—an inclination to blurt out non sequiturs, 
avoid eye contact, dismantle radios, and dig five-foot holes (and stick his younger 
brother  in them)—had earned him the label “social deviant.” It was not until he was 
forty that he was diagnosed with a form of autism called Asperger’s syndrome. That 
understanding transformed the way he saw himself—and the world. A born storyteller, 
Robison has written a moving, darkly funny memoir about a life that has taken him 

from developing exploding guitars for KISS to building a family of his own. It’s a strange, sly 
account—sometimes alien yet always deeply human. 
 

http://www.titlewave.com/cover?FLR=15895K8&SID=42eee5ba7cdeab41913d6615c99b46e9&type=cover
http://www.titlewave.com/cover?FLR=10121MX&SID=42eee5ba7cdeab41913d6615c99b46e9&type=cover
http://www.titlewave.com/cover?FLR=21500U5&SID=42eee5ba7cdeab41913d6615c99b46e9&type=cover
http://www.amazon.com/Eric-Schlosser/e/B001IGNUIY/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.titlewave.com/search?author_search=Robison%2C+John+Elder&SID=42eee5ba7cdeab41913d6615c99b46e9
http://www.titlewave.com/cover?FLR=0396GS7&SID=42eee5ba7cdeab41913d6615c99b46e9&type=cover


 

Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children by Riggs, Ransom 

A mysterious island. An abandoned orphanage. A strange collection of very curious 
photographs. It all waits to be discovered in Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar 
Children, an unforgettable novel that mixes fiction and photography in a thrilling 
reading experience. As our story opens, a horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old 
Jacob journeying to a remote island off the coast of Wales, where he discovers the 
crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children. As Jacob explores its 

abandoned bedrooms and hallways, it becomes clear that the children were more than just peculiar. 
They may have been dangerous. They may have been quarantined on a deserted island for good 
reason. And somehow-impossible though it seems-they may still be alive. 
 

The Maze Runner by James Dashner  

 The first book in the New York Times bestselling Maze Runner series—The Maze 

Runner is a modern classic, perfect for fans of The Hunger Games and Divergent. 

When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his first name. 

His memory is blank. But he’s not alone. When the lift’s doors open, Thomas finds 

himself surrounded by kids who welcome him to the Glade—a large, open expanse 

surrounded by stone walls. 

The Queen of Water by Laura Resau 
Born in an Andean village in Ecuador, Virginia lives with her large family in a small, 

earthen-walled dwelling. In her village of indígenas, it is not uncommon to work in 

the fields all day, even as a child, or to be called a longa tonta—stupid Indian—by 

members of the ruling class of mestizos, or Spanish descendants. When seven-

year-old Virginia is taken from her village to be a servant to a mestizo couple, she 

has no idea what the future holds. 

In this poignant novel based on a true story, acclaimed author Laura Resau has 

collaborated with María Virginia Farinango to recount one girl's unforgettable journey to self-

discovery. Virginia's story will speak to anyone who has ever struggled to find his or her place in the 

world. It will make you laugh and cry, and ultimately, it will fill you with hope. 

 

 The Sound and The Fury by William Faulkner 

The novel reveals the story of the disintegration of the Compson family, doomed 

inhabitants of Faulkner’s mythical Yoknapatawpha County, through the interior 

monologues of the idiot Benjy and his brothers, Quentin and Jason. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.titlewave.com/cover?FLR=0239CHX&SID=42eee5ba7cdeab41913d6615c99b46e9&type=cover
http://www.titlewave.com/cover?FLR=00172W7&SID=42eee5ba7cdeab41913d6615c99b46e9&type=cover
http://www.titlewave.com/search?author_search=Riggs%2C+Ransom&SID=42eee5ba7cdeab41913d6615c99b46e9
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/348878.James_Dashner
http://www.amazon.com/Laura-Resau/e/B001ILKAQE/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1


Sunrise Over Fallujah by Walter Dean  Myers 

Robin "Birdy" Perry, a new army recruit from Harlem, isn't quite sure why he joined the 
army, but he's sure where he's headed: Iraq. Birdy and the others in the Civilian Affairs 
Battalion are supposed to help secure and stabilize the country and successfully 
interact with the Iraqi people. Officially, the code name for their maneuvers is Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. But the young men and women in the CA unit have a simpler name for 
it: WAR. 
Birdy, a young recruit from Harlem who's questioning why he even enlisted; Marla, a 

blond, tough-talking, wisecracking gunner; Jonesy, a guitar-playing bluesman who just wants to make 
it back to Georgia and open a club. 

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Hosseini, Khaled 

Born a generation apart and with very different ideas about love and family, Mariam 
and Laila are two women brought jarringly together by war, by loss and by fate. As 
they endure the ever escalating dangers around them-in their home as well as in the 
streets of Kabul, Afghanistan --they come to form a bond that makes them both sisters 
and mother-daughter to each other, and that will ultimately alter the course not just of 
their own lives but of the next generation. With heart-wrenching power and suspense, 

Hosseini shows how a woman's love for her family can move her to shocking and heroic acts of self-
sacrifice, and that in the end it is love, or even the memory of love, that is often the key to survival. 
Written by the author of The Kite Runner.   

 
Three Little Words: A Memoir  by Ashley Rhodes-Courter 

"Sunshine, you're my baby and I'm your only mother. You must mind the one taking 
care of you, but she's not your mama." Ashley Rhodes-Courter spent nine years of her 
life in fourteen different foster homes, living by those words. As her mother spirals out 
of control, Ashley is left clinging to an unpredictable, dissolving relationship, all the 
while getting pulled deeper and deeper into the foster care system.  

Painful memories of being taken away from her home quickly become consumed by real-life horrors, 
where Ashley is juggled between caseworkers, shuffled from school to school, and forced to endure 
manipulative, humiliating treatment from a very abusive foster family. In this inspiring, unforgettable 
memoir, Ashley finds the courage to succeed - and in doing so, discovers the power of her own voice.  

Travels with Charley by John Steinbeck 

At age fifty-eight, John Steinbeck and his poodle, Charley, embarked on a journey 
across America. This chronicle of their trip meanders from small towns to growing 
cities to glorious wilderness oases. Still evocative and awe-inspiring after fifty years, 
Travels with Charley in Search of America provides an intimate look at one of 
America's most beloved writers in the later years of his life—a self-portrait of a man 
who never wrote an explicit autobiography. Written during a time of upheaval and 
racial tension in the South—which Steinbeck witnessed firsthand—Travels with 

Charley is a stunning evocation of America on the eve of a tumultuous decade. 

 

 

 

http://www.titlewave.com/cover?FLR=17305V2&SID=42eee5ba7cdeab41913d6615c99b46e9&type=cover
http://www.titlewave.com/cover?FLR=03041T4&SID=42eee5ba7cdeab41913d6615c99b46e9&type=cover
http://www.titlewave.com/cover?FLR=34204Y8&SID=42eee5ba7cdeab41913d6615c99b46e9&type=cover
http://www.titlewave.com/search?author_search=Hosseini%2C+Khaled&SID=42eee5ba7cdeab41913d6615c99b46e9
http://www.amazon.com/Ashley-Rhodes-Courter/e/B001JRXMJ4/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1


Summer Reading Poll 
During Word Up, please distribute copies of the Summer Reading List to students and allow time for 

them to read and/or discuss the options.  Afterwards, please take a quick poll of what books students 

intend to read during the summer.  They are not locked into their choice—this is just a rough 

estimate.  Students will come around to the classrooms to pick up this sheet after Word Up.  Thank 

you for your time, and I apologize for the interruption.  

 

Count  Title 

______  13 Little Blue Envelopes by Johnson, Maureen 

______  The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison 

______  The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

______  Catch-22 by Joseph Heller 

 
______  The Digital Divide : Arguments For and Against Facebook, Google, Texting 
 
______  Fast Food Nation 
 
______  From a Buick 8: a novel by Stephen King 

 
_______  Look Me in the Eye: My Life with Asperger’s by John Elder Robison 
 
______  Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children by Riggs, Ransom 
 
______  The Maze Runner by James Dashner 
 
______  The Queen of Water by Laura Resau 
 

_______  The Sound and The Fury by William Faulkner 
 
______  Sunrise Over Fallujah by Walter Dean  Myers 
 
______  A Thousand Splendid Suns by Hosseini, Khaled 
 
______  Three Little Words: A Memoir  by Ashley Rhodes-Courter 
  
______  Travels with Charley by John Steinbeck 
 
   
 
 
 
 

http://www.amazon.com/Markus-Zusak/e/B001H6EQ9W/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/Joseph-Heller/e/B000APVA6I/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.titlewave.com/search?author_search=Riggs%2C+Ransom&SID=42eee5ba7cdeab41913d6615c99b46e9
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/348878.James_Dashner
http://www.amazon.com/Laura-Resau/e/B001ILKAQE/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.titlewave.com/search?author_search=Hosseini%2C+Khaled&SID=42eee5ba7cdeab41913d6615c99b46e9
http://www.amazon.com/Ashley-Rhodes-Courter/e/B001JRXMJ4/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1

